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No.  52. 


In  Assembly,  Jan.  25, 1822. 


f'j 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  Niag- 
ara sufferers. 

The  select  rommittee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Elias  Ransom, 
and  oto  inhabitants  of  the  Niagara  frontier,  sufferers  by  the  depredations  of 
the  enemy  during  the  late  war,  report : 

That  it  is  well  known  to  the  citizens  of  this  state,  that  the  losses  sustained 
bv  the  inhabUants  of  the  Niagara  frontier,  in  consequence  of  the  depredations 
nf  threnemv  and  the  burning  of  the  village  of  Buffalo,  were  very  great,  and 
£uhey  are  stm  suffering  under  the  effects  of  these  calam  ties,  the  circurn^ 
stances  of  the  times  havini  been  such,  as  to  impede  and  frustrate  every  effort 
to  recover  from  their  difficulties. 

In  April,  1816,  Congress  passed  a  general  law,  making  provision  "for  the 
payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
Srv  service  of  the  United  States."  Under  this  act,  large  compensation, 
were  made  to  many  persons  similarly  situated  with  the  present  petitioners ; 
Tnd  commLioners  Vere  appointed  by  a  resolution  of  Congress,  to  investigate 
?he  claTms  on  the  Niagara  frontier.  They  made  a  very  minute  and  patient  ex- 
amination of  the  subject,  upon  the  spot  where  the  principal  o-^^  took  place 
requiring  legal  testimony  to  support  every  charge,  and  reported  hereon,  fully 
and  in  detail,  to  the  proper  officer  of  the  United  States.  The  total  amount  cer- 
tiffed  by  them  to  have  been  destroyed,  at  the  valuation,  appearmg  in  cvi- 
dence  before  them,  was  423,335  dollars. 

Unfortunately  for  the  petitioners,  attempts  were  made  in  various  parts  of  the 
union,  to  obtain  the  allowance  of  numerous  false  or  exaggerated  claims,  m  con- 
seauence  of  which  the  whole  swelled  to  so  large  an  amount,  that  the  president 
was  induced  to  direct  a  suspension  of  the  payments  until  farther  order. 

The  petitioners  were  therefore  again  obliged  to  repeat  their  application  to 
con-ress ;  but  from  the  financial  diffioulties  which  then  embarrassed  the  nation- 
al government,  the  pressure  of  other  business,  the  competition  of  local  inte- 
rests,  and  other  similar  causes,  the  relief  soUcited  has  been  hitherto  postpon- 
ed  from  year  to  year. 

In  the  mean  time,  from  the  urgent  necessity  of  their  circumstances,  the^  pc- 
titioners  were  compelled  to  resort  to  loans  in  order  to  raise  the  immediate 
means  for  the  erection  of  dwelling  houses,  and  the  carrying  on  the  several 
kinds  of  business,  upon  which  they  depend  for  their  support  and  that  ot  their 
families.  For  this  purpose,  the  sum  of  50,000  dollars  was  obtained  from  the 
state  on  loan,  as  well  as  considerable  sums  by  different  individuals  trom  the 


(        2        > 

bank  of  Niagara,  which  institution  has  since  stopped  payment,  and  is  now  in- 
debted to  the  state  to  a  large  amount. 

An  tliis  afTordcil  but  a  temporary  re^iot  and  ditJicnUios  i»nd  embarrd^m^n|er 
of  all  sorts  have  ihiclteiird  upon  fh«nn,  aiidiveighoi)  thnn  down.  Tliough  theifc 
are  still  contident  in  tho  ecjuilj^  of  their  claim  upon  (he  nation,  as  supported  hy 
the  great  principles  and  the  reciprocal  duties  of  allegiance  and  protection,  by 
the  authority  of  all  nvilized  u^hl^.-.  by  the  obvioHs  dictates  of  mhmmI  and  en- 
lightened public  p».Ih.v.  all  -in„;;thened  by  the  peculiar  hardships  of  their 
particular  case,  yet  hopeless  of  any  immediate  relief,  they  now,  as  their  last 
resort,  appeal  to  the  magnanimity  of  tfeeir  own  state,  for  that  aid  which  the 
nation  has  hitherto  refused. 

The  relief  which  they  now  solicit  is  not  the  full  payirient  of  alh  their  losses-,  but 
merely  a  grant  to  the  sufFerers,  of  the  debts  due  to  llie  htute  by  the  bank  of 
INiagara,  and  a  release  or  assignment  for  their  general  benefit,  of  the  debt  due 
1    IS*^™  *°  ^^*^  ^^'^^^'  ""*^^'*  ^^^  '•'*"  of  1 81 3,  and  secured  by  mortgage  upon  their 

These  funds,  there  is  great  reason  to  believe^are  now  nearly  lost  to  the  state, 
or  at  best  could  not  be  realized  but  by  the  entire  sacrifice  of  the  property  of 
the  debtors,  ainl  the  rnin  of  titat  part  of  llie  country.  Thus  the  state,  by  making 
this  grant,  could  hardly  be  a  loser;  while  a*  the"  loans  were  originally  advan- 
ced and  would  b«;  now  released  lor  the  benefit  of  the  sulferers,  the  state  of 
New- York  would  entitle  itself  to  all  their  riglUs,  and  might  urge  its  own  claims 
in  conjunction  witli  those  of  the  |>etitioners,  with  more  decisive  influence  than 
could  be  done  by  the  remonstrances  or  prayers  of  private  ciliaens. 

The  committee,  after  much  investigation  of  the  subject,  have  agreed  to  re- 
port a  bill  in  conformity  with  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

The  following  statement,  founded  upon  information  given  by  the  Comptrol- 
iCr,  will  shew  their  noiniiial  amount  of  tlie  funds  proposed  to  be  appropriated  in 
♦•oinpcnsatiouofUifc  losses  to  the  sulFerers:  by  granting  which,  the  state  will 
»'ntitle  itscUto  a  just  claim  upon  the  United  States,  to  an  equal  value. 

Anwunt  due  for  principal  of  loans  made  out  of  the  treasury,  to  the  sufferers 
on  the  Niagara  frontier,  as  estimated  Feb.  27,  1821,  by  tlte 
Comptroller,  849,294  98 

Deduct  amount  of  a  mortgage  since  paid  in  full,  875 

4,,.  .  48,419  98 

Add  interest  thereon,  1 1 , 1 68  18 


39,.')88  16 
Due  on  the  bond  of  the  bank  of  Niagara,  14,869 

Interest  on  the  bond,  from  May  1819,  to  Feb.  1822,  2,862  27 

For  notes  of  the  bank  not  included  in  the  bond,  762 


Total,  78,081   43 

The  committee  have  prepared  a  bill  providing  for  an  equitable  distribution 
*hl  these  funds  among  the  sufferers,  and  ask  leave  to  present  the  same. 


No.  53. 


In  Assembly, 

January  39,  1822. 

[Brought  in  by  Mr.  PHELPS.] 

AN  ACT 

r.raiith.s  relief  to  the  sufferers  on  the  Niagara 
fioSr,  wh..se  property  ^as  destroyed  by 
the  enemy  during  the  late  war. 

.      Wheroas  cert™  ^'^^rVZ^^^^^V^^'^^^ 

,  And  whereas  the  congress  "f  f^^tf  loi^wiXoinS  ta'er'aS 
2  lief  of  sufferer,  in  sucl;  cases,  f  "^,J°  ""^^^^'^Xscertain  the  amount  of  pro- 
l  XrSr^'l'nna  !h:'slua"cot;^^<:-ers  aia  accordingly  invesfgat, 
5  S  ascertain  tte  value  of  such  property : 

.u     .  .„„fN™  York  doth  repose  fuUconfiaence  in  the  jus- 

1  And  whereas  the  *''>!«  °™=r;J°|5fates  ana  relies  accordingly  that  the 

2  tlce  of  the  congress  "f  •j';"^"/ ff^ g^"^'  the  full  amount  of  their  losses, 

3  United  St»'-"'\n,e  state  orNew"ork  any  sum  which  the  said  sta^ 

4  as  well  as  ^W /"  V'^„„^;f,°'  stance  ofsjch  sufferers,  not  exceed- 
I  Sh1X.V:u^'^reVTt:rb';trclmissioners  to  have  hcen  lost,  by 
7  gdesti-uction  of  property  by  the  enemy: 

Therefore — 

1     ^r  <]i*>  tjtite  of  New-York,  represented 
I.  Beitenaetedby  thepeop^^^^^  ^^  ,,^  people  of  this 

-       ^  -  -  nd  ABsem.d  V ;  ?^  f  ^;'^t4Von  the  Niagara  frontier,  bj  virtue  of 
ome..  loaned  to  t^e^^^r^^j.^,,,,  .o^f .  also  all  monies  due  to 


2  in  Senate  ai 


3  s  a^,  for  monies  loaned  to  the  ^^^^^^^^^  ^  ^Tf;  also  all  monies  due  to 

4  the  law  relative  thereto    passed  Apr  11  .Hi  1^^^^^^^^ 

5  this  state  oi  ^<'f  ""^^^^^.f^^^J'  *",|  ^tk  now  ia  the  treasury  of  this  state,  and 
,G  ofNiasara,andthebdlsof.adba>^^^^^^  ,he  .ame 

7  all  interest  due  on  saiJ  several  debts  ana  gn  ^  ^^  ^^^^ 

8  are  hereby  transferred  to  feemmis.sioners  in  trust,  for  the  uses, 

.1  iux"t:r,£rd;::;r:ui:n:r;rerkr  mentioned. 

,  „.  And  be  it  «Hher  enacted,  That  '^^^^^^ :^:£ij^^ 
2  mi.siouers  to  e.lcd  to  the  '•«''!'<':^',t;i  |?"°;;„ini;  into  effect  the  true  in- 
?  ro7uXi:w^;r.:™"fr;yea;:t".he  payment  of  their  respect.ve 


d  debts 

6  Se| 


9  thereon,  in  each  and  Levy  yeii:^  "^  '"'^'^''^  ^'"»'  may  f""  <lue 

•»  tins  act,  either  in  his  -vn  Hg^u  or  a  ?he  L?.  i  f'  '''""^  '''*'''"'"'  "'"''^'• 
4  person  so  entitled,  such  parf  of  Li.I  '^  .,«''<' ^^^'g-'^'e  of  any  other 
r^  shall  bo  satisfied  ^iH  ,  o  exceed  ..ill  h  •  'i'"^  ""  "'^  '^"'^^  conunissioners 
6  arising  under  this  act,  byaMvir  u'^^^^^^^  proportion  of  the  monies 

1  ^  per^on  to  the  .id  ^n^J^Sc^'^'lir  IS;';^^^^^- 

2  -'^"^1i'H^.S':f;:^'r;:S?;^  co..issioners.haU.a.e 

3  virtue  of  th,«  act,  among  theTeve^  and?.        I  *'*''"*' J^"^°  ''"^''-  ''""d«  l>y 

4  ra  frontier,   in  the   comZVoeNtZTl'"'''^^^^ 

5  ofeJaiins  present".!  Sre  Oh verrr       ?"^.  *f\»"^  "^med  in   a   Ife^ 

7  resolution  of  the  co.^rress  oftheUni  ?d  Ces  ^n  .  J    .      ^  ^''^  °"*^*''-  ^ 

8  said  sufferers,  according  to  the  nmom..  n?  fk'  ^  ^^"^  'estHnony  rebtive  to 

9  sufferers  respectively,  and  certVied^  hv  .h.  ^  ?^'"*^^  '"^^'*'"'^*^  ^y  ^^^^ 

10  their  report  to  the  saUlXlmrdB    I  .^.  ^  1'^'"^^  commissioners  in 

1 1  rily  proled  before  Uiem-at?  t  Hh;i  te  h"v.f  T?  ^T  '^"''^  "'"'  ^^^'^''^'o- 

12  to  make  and  declare  such  di^idV^^'a^Ue^'^^^'SVlT''  ?""»'-«-- 
IJ  proper— always  dividing  uoon  the  foS  1^^  *''';»"  '[om  time  to  time  judge 

It  have  been  satisfactor    '^^rmTd   ,«  -  ^^      *"  i- '        *''''''  '°  certi4d7o 

15  the  monies  so  to  iS  div E-anrthe'^^^^^^^^ 

10  and  r  quired  to  pay  over   he  dividends  ,^^ "^  ^°'""?'^«'«"'^'-8  are  authorised 

17  der,  or  to  the  legal  rr pre iflotl^^^^^^       ^K^^"^  sufferers,  or  to  their  or- 

18  the  time  of  sucirdivid'end  bei^g  ^eclicd!        '*'°^  "**  "^^^  ""'  ^^^^^^^  at 

3  people  of  the  state,  and  Mlich    nor  gale  f^bJ   ^""7?  ^^T^^^-^^  '«  ^^^^ 

4  whenever  in  their  judgment  i  Zl  K ''  ^  *^''  **=^  fa"«fcrred  to  them, 
.0  it  shall  beWul  LZZLtZ^lZ'eT^^^  ^^^ 
0  this  state,  to  sue  for  and  recover^y  Zn^^l   1         "f"*"  ""^^^"^  P^*>P'*^  «<■ 

7  upon  any  of  tl«  securitiesTreby  tra^nZrcd  t    n  """  *^  /T  ^"^  *«  <hem 

8  ful  for  the  said  commissioner^  to  sen  ^iJ^lL-"'^'""-^"^  '^  ^^^a"  l*^  »a«^- 

9  lands  or  tenements  whicrurSer  this  act  .helt^""  ""'""^  '"  *^«"^^>  -'^ 
iO  production  of  a  certificate  TtlTsat^rn^^  "^  •'''''^"'?'  ^"^  "PO"  ^he 

1 1  hereby  transferred  to  them  hL  h^l        fommissioners,  that  any  mortgage 

12  of  the^clerk  or.^^  counTy  ^^^^^^^^        E  "h'''"''^'  ''  ^'""  ^^  ^^^^"^ 

13  the  same  of  record.     And  these  and  all  ofll^^^  ''  recorded,  to  cancel 

14  upon  tl.  commissioners,  marL^e';cut:d  ;7a^^^^^^^^  ''  ^^'«  -' 

2  act'^aUtet'lhaU^T^^^^^^^ 

3  this  a.  t,  they  shall  tike  Anm  ^fiL  ^  P^'"'*'"  ^""^'^^  ^o  relief  under 

4  this  Stat;  of  t^hf  ckim  u  hfcl    the  tir'"^''  ^,^««'g'""ent  to  the  people  of 

5  loss  sustained  as   hrsridloshLh^    ^^'■'°".      "  ^"  "'^  ^"''^^  '^^«'^«'  ^o"- 

6  commissioner^as  etoresid  in  .»f^^^^  ^"^  established  by  the 

7  signments  of  clW  Kr^V"de  letT  by'^  ^^^^^^ 

8  comptroller  of  this  state.         "*="^«'^«<^   t>y  the  said  commissioners  to  the 

*      VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  Mhenever  the  amotuit  of  such 
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2  claims  shall  be  received  by  the  people  of  this  state,  from  the  gorernment  of 

3  the  United  States,  the  comptroller  shall  ascertain  the  amount  which  has 

4  been  received  on  account  of  the  claim  of  each  sufferer,  from  which  he  shall 

5  deduct  the  amount  paid  to  such  sufferer  by  the  commissioners  hereby  ap- 
b  pointed,  with  interest  at  six  percent,  per  annum,  from  the  time  the  same  wJs 
7  so  paid,  and  the  residue  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer,  on  the  warrant  of 
9  orassi"?  *"  '"       «"fferer,  his  or  her  heirs,  executors,  administrators 

1  VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commis- 

2  s.oners  above  appomted,  to  account  to  the  comptroller  for  the  execution  of 
d  the  trust  confided  to  them. 


No.  9S. 


In  Assembly,  Feb.  14,  1822, 


REPORT 

Of  the  Comptroller,   relative  ta  the  Niagara 

sulTerers. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK— Comptroller's  Office. 

Jlbany,  February  14,  1822. 
SIR^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  re- 
solution of  the  honorable  the  Assembly,  of  the  IHth  instant,  requiring  the 
Comptroller,  "  to  furnish  the  house  with  a  schedule  of  the  names  of  all  per- 
sons to  whom  loans  were  made,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  the  15th  April,  1815, 
for  relieving  the  Niagara  sufTerers  ;  the  estimated  amount  of  the  losses  sustain- 
ed  by  them  respectively,  upon  which  the  same  were  granted  ;  the  amount  of 
the  loans  to  each  person ;  the  amount  of  the  interest  now  due,  and  the  costs, 
if  any,  accrued  thereon;  together  with  any  other  information  in  his  possession. 


relating  thereto.*' 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SAVAGE. 


The  Hon.  Samuel  B.  Romalve, 

Speaker  of  the  vlssembly. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK— Comptroller's  Office. 

The  Comptroller,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  honorable  the  As- 
sembly of  the  13th  instant,  requiring  him  "  to  furnish  that  house,  with  a  sche- 
dule of  the  names  of  all  persons  to  whom  loans  were  made,  agreeably  to  the 
act  of  the  15th  April,  1815,  for  relieving  the  Niagara  sufferers;  the  estimated 
amount  of  the  losses  sustainetl  by  them  respectively,  upon  which  the  same 
were  granted  ;  the  amount  of  the  loans  to  each  person ;  the  amount  of  the  in- 
terest now  due,  and  the  costs,  if  any,  accrued  thereon,  together  with  any  other 
information  in  his  possession,  relating  thereto," 

RESPECTFULLY  REPORTS— 

That  the  following  statement  contains  the  information  require^  by  the  Ae- 
isembly. 
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The  interest  on  loans,  is  calculated  to  the  laUor  part  of  the  year  1821. 

ed^'v7t.e'ar.r'hiT  ""'''''Tf'  •'  "P'^'""'^'  '*^*^  *'''  '^^  '^^^  dollar  auUmris. 
!nl  ,^    \,u  loaned    there  was  actually  loa„ed,  (he  sum  of  «4qfU)0 

and  that  there  are  now  remaining  due,  the  folloi^ing  8um«,  viz?  »'*9,f)00; 

Principal, 

Interest,  47,419  98 

Costs,  '2,2/Xi  (i5 

433  04 


S(>0,123  Ci7 
All  wliirh  i«  rr-prctfnlly  submitted, 
.iiton;,,  11  Felruarj,,  1822.  "'"^  •'^-^^^^^'  ^''"»/"-''- 
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